RDA UK Update 22 June
This bulletin contains:
· Launch of Resilience fundraising campaign
· Press release launching COVID impact report
· Grants to groups
· Job opportunity RDA National Office
Launch of Resilience fundraising campaign
Today we are launching our new fundraising campaign, which will replace the Emergency Fund Appeal that has been running since March. The new campaign is called ‘RDA Resilience’ and reflects our changing needs as the situation evolves. 
The Emergency Fund Appeal raised over £40,000 from individuals, which was combined with over £100,000 of redirected RDA UK and Regional funds to enable us to carry out two grants rounds in direct support of groups in most financial need. 
There are still RDA groups at financial risk, as well as groups needing support to keep their communities together as closure continues, and also now some groups planning to restart. We want to be there for groups whatever stage they are at, and the Resilience Fund will enable us to do just that.
Like the Emergency Fund Appeal, this will be an RDA UK fundraising campaign, with donations coming in centrally to enable us to provide support, advice, guidance and assistance where it is needed. 
How can RDA groups get involved?
If you don’t want to help you don’t need to do anything. Quite understandably, some groups will be directing all their efforts into their own fundraising – and that must take priority. You may be interested in using the press release (see below) to help support your case.
Support another RDA group
The generosity groups have shown towards each other during this crisis has been brilliant. This has included providing homes for horses and financial assistance to groups in need. If you feel your group may be in a position to help in this way please let us know and we are happy to facilitate this.
Share our Resilience appeal on social media
If you can share our posts about the appeal on social media that would be great. If you want to create your own content or use any of the appeal images – including the ‘Resilience’ button, they are all here on Google Photos for you to download. https://photos.app.goo.gl/nDfgGWVZbo4YKjrj9 
Promote the appeal to your network
If your group is not actively fundraising for your own needs at the moment, you might feel able to support the wider RDA by promoting this campaign to your supporters. This could be done as an email from your group organiser or group Chair, explaining why your group is getting behind this nationwide appeal. You can find a template email here in the fundraising section: www.myrda.org.uk/runningyourgroup/covid19/ 
Anything you can do in support of this campaign will make a difference. If you have any questions about the appeal, or if you would like to offer help to another group, please contact Fundraising Director Randip Thompson at rthompson@rda.org.uk
Press release launching COVID impact report
We are launching our report into the impact of prolonged group closure on our members to the media today. You will find the story on the main RDA website here: www.rda.org.uk/news/ 
If you would like to use the report and this story to support the Resilience campaign, or your own group’s fundraising, please do. You will find a template release here (under publicity), so you can add information about your own group and how your members have been affected: www.myrda.org.uk/runningyourgroup/covid19/
Grants to groups
A reminder that the ‘Crisis and Resilience’ grant applications close this Friday 26 June. You can find the application form here in the fundraising section: www.myrda.org.uk/runningyourgroup/covid19/ 
Job opportunity, RDA National Office
We have a vacancy at RDA National Office for the role of Group Development Manager. This is a temporary role, providing maternity cover. For the full advert and job description, visit MyRDA.org.uk www.myrda.org.uk/group-development-manager-maternity-cover/

